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Israela Hirschberg receives
the Knesset Chairman Prize
for the Halfway Houses Project
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Donations

The Israel Ministry of Social Affairs helps us meet almost
half of our budget. We depend on the generosity of the

public to meet the other half. We ask you to ensure our

continued existence by sending your donation to:

Woman to Woman, POB 10403, Jerusalem 91103, Israel
jshelter@netvision.net.il

Shekel donations are recognized by the Israel tax
authorities. Tax-deductible contributions from abroad can
be sent through:

PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc.

317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607, New York, NY 10017
Tel: 212-599-1260 Fax: 212-599-5081

E-mail: pefisrael@aol.com

New Israel Fund (NIF)
NIF US 165 E. 56th Street, New York,
NY 10022-2746
Tel: 212-750-2333 Fax: 212-750-8043
E-mail: jeremy@nifny.org
NIF Canada: 80 Eglinton Avenue West, #401,
Toronto, ONT M5N 1E3
Tel: 461-781-1322
26 Enford Street, London, W1H 2DD
Tel: 207-724-2999 Fax: 207-724-2999

Please include a note designating the gift to ‘Woman to
Woman — The Jerusalem Shelter for Battered Women'.
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There are children....

There are all sorts of children in our world
Some are big and some are small
There are strong ones and there are weak ones

There are children who tell lies and those that tell the truth
There are children who have parents that are married
There are children whose parents are divorced

And these children are also happy
and are able to enjoy life.

We too Want!

Jonathan, a ten year old shy boy came to our Shelter, after
living many years a life of terror. He turned to me one day,
and laughingly challenged me with a request — “Tell me why
is there only a Women'’s group?” We too want the same. With
due respect for women | took up the challenge.

In the meeting room of the Shelter, on the same easy
chairs their Mothers sat on the night before, nine children of
varied ages, gathered to sit by the table loaded with goodies
(just as their Mothers did). The children were excited and
nervous. They are not sure what is going to happen. | too
am excited facing a new experience. The children are aware
of the rules of the meeting. The participants must be seated.
No disturbance is tolerated and interrupting the speaker is
forbidden. No one is required to speak up, however one
must sit and listen. That is all.

The meeting began hesitatingly, but after several minutes
everyone wants to participate. What was it like living at
home? What do they like about the Shelter?

Elana, a ten year old girl, is very much aware what
happened at home. There was fear. Father shouted. Mother
cried. Father beats Mother. Mother denies this, even though
Ilana knows the truth. What does Elana want? She smiles
shyly; “I want my parents to live together again”.

Ronit is a six year old girl. She NEVER wants to return
home again. She does want her Father to join them and live
together in the Shelter.

Eli, a ten year old boy, wants his parents to make peace
and live together. On condition that his Father is taught not
to beat us any more.

Or, Eli’s brother, is worried what to answer, when asked
in school, where does he live? “What if it is discovered that |
live in the Shelter?”.

Jonathan, who initiated the meeting, amazed us how
knowledgeable he is in subjects so distant from a boy his
age. “All this because my father did not succeed to stop
‘drinking’. It is not his fault. His violence stems from being an
alcoholic”.

The meeting came to an end and we left emotionally stirred.

Daniel was six years old when he came to the SHELTER with
his Mother Orit and his sister Silvy. He arrived as a young
terrified and insecure boy. He roamed about in the Shelter
lost to the world around him. His Mother Orit came to us
confused and silenced within. The Children’s Home and the
school framework did Daniel a lot of good. The threat of his
parent’s divorce slowly turned into a reality that he could learn
to live with. He began to enjoy the peaceful surroundings that
enabled him to play happily. He wrote the poem after his
family left the SHELTER. He began to feel he isn't any longer
small, weak but more like any other boy amongst his friends.

Planning an important event soon?
Why not share with the women and children of the Shelter?
Birthdays, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, anniversaries or any other event

can be shared through a contribution to the Shelter.

Please contact us for further details
to honor others granting them a certificate of appreciation.

Thank You

Woman to Woman gratefully acknowledges
the support of:
Brenda Fund, Glencore Foundation for
Education and Welfare, Harris Foundation,
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/ Foundation, Jewish Federations of New York,
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Desert Area, National Council of Jewish Women, PEF
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Interactive Development company, for their selfless
support in building the new Woman to Woman website.
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Prize Given by the Knesset Chairman for Quality of Life

The prize for Quality of Life presented by the Knesset
Chairman for the year 2008, was presented to Woman to
Woman. The prize is in the category of community activity
to eliminate family violence and given to our organization
for running a network of half-way-homes. This program
is unique and pioneering in this field of work. Israela
essssss—————  Hirschberg was chosen to represent
The prize is us si_n<_:e_ she, from the onset, was
. the initiator of the program and
in the category

_ implemented it successfully.
of community The idea of the half-way-home

activity to network was based on years of

eliminate family experience working with battered

. women who lived in violent
violence and )

) surroundings. We learned from

given to our the day to day realities and our

organization
for running a

field work, that in order to live
independently and a healthy life
network of style,. theiwom(_en are in ne.e.d gf a
long interim period of rehabilitation.

half-way-homes e therefore worked at creating
EE——— suitable conditions to enable
women to adjust to an independent life, each according
to her needs and abilities. The early stages of the program
were carried out with the support of Mr. Milton Okin from
the USA. His warm assistance has continued to date and
his family is following in his footsteps.

At first one home was rented and served as a model.
Additional rentals followed .The norm became that two
families with their children were accommodated there close
to a year. During this period the women learned to take
full responsibility for themselves. They adjusted slowly,
working and managing their family life. Some studied
Hebrew, some learned a trade and others found work to
support their families. This is carried out with close aid
of the professional staff, including individual and group
therapy and judicial assistance in the Civil and Rabbinical
courts. An important subject are the children living in the
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Rachel Bialer, Shulamit Aloni and Israela Hirschberg with the
Knesset Chairman Prize

half-way-homes. The encouragement and support given the
children are varied: the school framework, the adjustment
to the new way of life and the contact with their fathers.
All this is done with the cooperation of the community city
services. Each child is treated individually accommodated
to his needs. Indirectly this is an additional support to the
one parent mother and her independent adjustment to the
family life. This program has been carried on for close to
twenty years and today we are operating eight homes. All
the homes are close to each other and in the vicinity of the
SHELTER. In this way the women develop close relations
with each other.

This Newsletter is produced courtesy of Deganir (paper) and Art Plus (Plates, Printing, Binding), Jerusalem




