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Hope for a Better Future

Interview with Nava Fuchs, Coordinator of Woman to Woman’s Tutorial Program

A battered woman who comes to the Shelter needs support
and empowerment not only for herself but also for her children,
who are indirect victims of the abuse to which they have
been exposed at home. One of Woman to Woman’s leading
programs is the Jennifer Lalin Tutorial Program for school-
age children. Nava Fuchs, a veteran teacher and educator,

has been the coordinator of the program for nearly a decade:

What is the Tutorial Program and how does it
improve the children lives?

Most children who come to the Shelter have had significant
educational problems. Life in the shadow of violence leaves
its mark on a child’s school life, frequently in the form of
difficulties in concentrating and low self-esteem. On top
of that, many of the children have been shunted between
different schools and educational settings. Moreover, Israel’s
educational system today is disproportionately dependent on
parental intervention, even when parents are not capable or
available to help their children, which is usually the case for
the families that come to the Shelter. The Tutorial Program
pinpoints each child’s scholastic challenges and helps him
or her catch up, while always taking into account his or her
emotional and social needs.

How does the program actually work?

Every child that comes to the Shelter meets with me for an
initial evaluation in an informal and relaxing atmosphere
intended to yield a reliable impression of the child’s reading,
e writing, and arithmetic levels. It’s
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Nava Fuchs, Tutorial Program Coordinator
with pupils from the Shelter

And after the initial absorption?

The children are provided with study materials appropriate to
the level at which they were diagnosed (irrespective of age),
as well as daily one-on-one or small-group study sessions.
Instruction is carried out by private tutors whom Woman
to Woman employs and by our Alternate National Service
staffers as well as other volunteers. After a week or two in
the Shelter, we make every effort to enroll the children in
the local school. We then adapt the program’s educational
materials to classroom studies, at the same time imparting
positive study habits.

How exactly does the connection with the school
and local educational system work?

This is a very important element in the program. Most of
the time children come to us in the middle of the school
year, having been suddenly wrenched from their homes. The
sharp transition to a new setting, new school and classmates
is very stressful, and this in addition to the emotional and
educational difficulties with which the children are already
coping. I meet with the local school staff to explain the
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situation, to encourage their empathy toward the child, and
to recruit them for the child’s benefit. This kind of advocacy
is no less critical than the direct help offered in the program.

Does the Tutorial Program provide a response for
children with special needs or learning disabilities?

e Absolutely. For many children who
Children come  rcach the Shelter, such problems were

to us in the not diagnosed in time or not dealt with
middle of the the Tutorial Program comes into the
school year, picture and finds the most appropriate

having been educational framework. Placement can
suddenly be extremely complicated, demanding a

at all before coming here. This is where

wrenched from close understanding of how the system

their homes

works. Some children undergo private
psycho-didactic testing and diagnosis,
paid for by Woman to Woman. For
the majority, however, the Tutorial Program primarily
helps reveal their strengths; their educational problems are
connected to life circumstances, not their innate abilities.

And what happens after a stay in the Shelter,
when the family moves to a Halfway Apartment or
independent life in the community?

The program continues to serve the children for years. Some
of our pupils have found their place in residential educational
settings all over the country, where they are thriving. I am
proud to say that we have also accompanied a number of
children until their high school matriculation exams, which
they passed with flying colors. Throughout, there are ups and
downs, but there is nothing like the gratification of helping a
child. Success in school is the key to integrating into society
as an adult. The Tutorial Program offers the family, mother
and child alike, the hope for a better future.
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We extend our thanks to several donors whose generosity
keeps the Tutorial Program going: The DM Charitable Trust;
the Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex — the Jennifer
Lalin Memorial Foundation and the Karma Foundation;
Arlene R. Kogod; and Lady Nancy Wald.

Naomi Schneiderman Appointed Executive Director of Woman to Woman

We are happy to announce that, following an organizational
change, Naomi Schneiderman will assume the position of
Woman to Woman’s Executive Director as of August 2013.
This will formally separate the duties of the Jerusalem
Shelter Director from those of Woman to Woman’s Executive
Director, which until now have been filled by the same
person. Woman to Woman'’s Board of Directors has warmly
endorsed the change and sincerely thanks Miri Ben Shalom
Dor, who remains Jerusalem Shelter Director, for her ongoing
commitment.

Naomi (36) has been working for Woman to Woman as
Director of Development since 2007. “It is a great privilege
for me to be part of the continuing endeavors on behalf of
the women and children. T am excited by the opportunity
that has been given me and believe that, together with the
dedicated staff, volunteers and friends from near and far, we

will continue the campaign for the ultimate elimination of
domestic violence.”
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Miri Benshalom Dor (left) and Naomi Schneiderman

Celebrating a Special Occasion?
Looking for a birthday or anniversary gift?
Why not mark the event with a contribution to
“Woman to Woman”?

We send certificates acknowledging
such donations to those you want to honor.

K Contact us for details.
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Heartfelt Thanks

The revenue generated by a ceramics sale attests
to the special place Woman to Woman holds in
the hearts of our volunteers and friends

About 10 days before Pesach, artist Zvi Israeli held an open-
house sale of his ceramics, the proceeds of which were
donated to Woman to Woman. Zvi is married to Dalia Israeli,
who for several years has been active in our volunteer
mentorship program assisting former Shelter residents.

The sale was held on the afternoon of Friday, March 15,
in the yard of Dalia and Zvi’s lovely Jerusalem home. Scores
of visitors enjoyed light refreshments and Zvi's beautiful and
functional artwork was quickly snapped up. Our thanks to
Dalia and Zvi for taking this special initiative, which not only
raised much needed income but also helped bring Woman
to Woman’s work into the consciousness of new supporters.

Special thanks to:

Rachel Reshef and Rama Zuta — for referring
birthday gifts to the Shelter.

Palron Computers, Jerusalem, and an anonymous
donor — for the generous donation of computers.
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Woman to Woman gratefully acknowledges

the support of: Coca Cola, Israel; Clore Israel
Foundation; Dan and Gloria Schusterman
% Foundation; The DM Charitable Trust; Susie
Y and Michael Gelman; Jerusalem Foundation;

[f Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County,
NJ; The Joseph and Krystina Kasierer Foundation; Arlene
R. Kogod; Matan — Investing in the Community; PEF
Israel Endowment Funds; Steinhardt Family Foundation,
Israel; Lady Nancy Wald, and all our generous private
donors. Apologies to anyone we may have inadvertently
omitted.

Donations

The Israeli Ministry of Social Affairs helps us meet
almost half of Woman to Woman’s annual budget. We
depend on the generosity of the public to meet the
other half. Please help ensure our continued work and
send your donation to:

‘Woman to Woman
POB 10403, Jerusalem 91103, Israel
jshelter@netvision.net.il

USA: Tax-deductible contributions from the USA

can be made via: PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc.
317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607, New York, NY 10017
Tel. 212-599-1260 Fax. 212-599-5981
pefisrael@aol.com

Please include a note designating the gift to

‘Woman to Woman — The Jerusalem Shelter for
Battered Women’ (Amuta # 580007409).
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