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ÌÈÓÂ‡‰ ÔÈ· ÆËÏ˜Ó· ‰˜È˙Â ˙ÈÏ‡ÈˆÂÒ ˙„·ÂÚÂ ˙ÒÎ‰ ˙Ï‰Ó‰
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˙Â¯‚Â· ÌÈ˘Ï ‰ÎÈÓ˙ ˙ˆÂ·˜© ‰ˆÂ·˜‰ ÏÚ ‰„Â˙ ¯ÓÂÏ ‰ˆÂ¯ È‡ ¨ÌÂÈÒÏ
¨˙ÂÓÈÒ˜Ó‰ ˙ÂÈË„ÂËÒ‰ ÌÚ È˘ÈÏ˘ ÈÓÈ· ÂÏ ˘È˘ ¨®¯·ÚÓ‰ ˙Â¯È„Â ËÏ˜Ó‰
¨˜ÏÁ ˙ÂÈ‰Ï ‰ˆÂ·˜Ï ‡Â·Ï ˙Â‰ ÂÁ‡ Æ‰ÓÈ‰„Ó ‰„Â·Ú Â˙È‡ ˙Â˘ÂÚ˘
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ÆËÆÏ

¨‰¯˜È‰ ˙Ï‰Ó‰ ÏÁ¯Ï
‰˙‰˘˘ ¯Á‡Ï ¨Ï¢Ê ÔÓÈÏÂÒ ÏÊÓ Ï˘ ‰ÈÂÂÏ‰‰Ó ˙¯ÊÁ˘ ÌÂÈ‰ ˙‡ ÁÎ˘‡ ‡Ï
ÏÊÓ ÂÏÈ‡Î ˙ÂÂÓÏ ‰ÒÁÈÈ˙‰ ‰ÁÙ˘Ó‰˘ ˙¯Ó‡ Æ˙ÚÊÚÂÊÓ ˙ÈÈ‰ ÆËÏ˜Ó·
‡Ï˘ Ï·Á ¨Ï·Á¢ ∫˙¯Ó‡ Æ¯˜ Ì„· ‰ÏÚ· È„È ÏÚ ‰Áˆ¯ ‡ÏÂ ‰˜ÈÊÓ ‰¯ËÙ
ÏÎÏ ˙ÈÙ ÈÈˆ¯Â „Á ÏÂ˜· Ê‡Â ¢Æ„·ÏÂ ‰„„Â· ‰˙ÈÈ‰ ‡È‰ ‰ÓÎ „Ú È˙Ú„È
‡Â‰ ¨‰Ê‰ ˙È·‰ ¨ËÏ˜Ó‰˘ Â˘È‚¯˙˘ ÔÎÓ ˙˘˜·Ó È‡¢ ∫˙¯Ó‡Â ÌÈ˘‰
È˘Â˜ ÏÎ· ¨˙ÂË·Ï˙‰ Â‡ ‰¯ˆ ¨‰ÈÚ· ÏÎ· ¨ÔÎÓ ˙Á‡ ÏÎÏ ÆÔÎÏ˘ È˘‰ ˙È·‰
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ÆÌÈÏ˘Â¯È· ÌÏÂÎ ª‰ÎÈ¯Î ¨‰ÒÙ„‰ ¨˙ÂÁÂÏ — ÒÂÏÙ Ë¯‡ ª¯ÈÈ — ¯È‚„ ∫˙Â·È„‡· Ú„ÈÓ‰ Û„ ˙˜Ù‰

ÂÈÓ· „ÁÂÈÓ È˘

¨ËÏ˜Ó‰ Ï˘ ‰Â˘‡¯‰ ˙Ï‰Ó‰ ‰˙ÈÈ‰˘ ÈÓ ¨‚¯·˘¯È‰ ‰Ï‡¯˘ÈÂ ÏÁ¯
˙‡ Â·ÈÁ¯‰ ¨‰˙˘È¯ÙÏ „Ú Â˙Â‡ ‰Ï‰ÈÂ ¯·ÚÓ‰ ˙Â¯È„ Ë˜ÈÂ¯Ù ˙‡ ‰„ÒÈÈ
˙˙ÂÓÚ Ï˘ ‰˙ÈÈ˘Ú ÏÚÂ ‰È„ÚÈ ÏÚ ¯Â·È„‰
‰ÒÁÈÈ˙‰ ‰Ï‡¯˘È Æ¢‰˘È‡Ï ‰˘È‡¢
‰˘È‡ ÏÎÏ ÌÈ‡˙‰Ï
‰˙ÂÓÚ‰ Ï˘ ˙ÈÂÈÚ¯‰ ‰˙ÂÁ˙Ù˙‰Ï
ËÏ˜Ó‰ Ï˘ Â¯ÂÙÈÒ¢ ∫¯˙È‰ ÔÈ· ¨‰¯Ó‡Â ¨È˘È‡ ÈÏÂÙÈË ‰ÚÓ
¯ÂÙ˙Â ÌÂ˜¯
¯˘‡ ¨ÌÈ„ÏÈ‰Â ÌÈ˘‰ Ï˘ Ô¯ÂÙÈÒ ‡Â‰
‰¯·Á‰ Ï˘ ¨˙ÂÂˆ‰ Ï˘ ¨ËÏÙÓ Â· Â‡ˆÓ
˙·˘ÁÓ ˙Î‡ÏÓ·
È˙ÂÚÓ˘ÓÂ ÏÂ„‚ ˜ÏÁ … Æ„ÒÓÓ‰ Ï˘ ¨‰ÏÂÎ
‰È‰ Í¯„‰ ˙È˘‡¯· ‰„Â·Ú‰ Ï˘ „Â‡Ó
¯¯ÂÚÏ ¨˙Â„ÓÚ ˙Â˘Ï ¨¯‚ÒÏ ¨ÔÂˆÈÁ‰ ÌÏÂÚ· ¨ÌÈ·¯· ßËÏ˜Ó‰ ˙‡ ¯·„Ïß
ËÏ˜Ó‰ ÆÆÆ Æ˙È˘ÚÓ ‰¯ÊÚÏÂ ‰˜È˜Á ÈÈÂÈ˘Ï ˙Ó‚¯Â˙Ó ‰È‰˙˘ ¨˙ÂÚ„ÂÓ
˙ÚÙÂ˙Ï È˙ÂÒÁÈÈ˙‰‰ ¨È˘ÚÓ‰ ¨È˙Ú„Â˙‰ ÈÂÈ˘‰ Ï˘ ıÁ‰ ˘‡¯ ‰ÂÂÈ‰
Â˙Â‡ ‡ÈˆÂ‰ ¨ÈÂÈ˘‰ ˙‡ ÌÊÈ ËÏ˜Ó‰ ÆÔ‚ÂÊ È· È„È ÏÚ ˙ÂÎÂÓ‰ ÌÈ˘‰
˙˙Ï ˙Ó ÏÚ ˜¯ ‡Ï ÂÁ˙Ù ÌÈËÏ˜Ó‰ Æ‰˘„Á ˙Â‡ÈˆÓ ¯ˆÈÂ ÏÚÂÙÏ
Æ¢ÌÈ·¯· ÔÏÂ˜ ˙‡ ÚÈÓ˘‰Ï È„Î Ì‚ ‡Ï‡ ¨Ô‰È„ÏÈÏÂ ÌÈ˘Ï ‰ÒÁÓ
ÌÈ‡˙È˘ ÚÂÈÒ ˜ÈÚ‰Ï ‰·ÂÁ‰ ˙‡ ‰˘È‚„‰ ÏÁ¯ ¨˙È˘ÚÓ‰ ‰Ó¯·
‰˘È‡ ÏÎ¢ ∫ËÏ˜Ó· ‰ÁÙ˘ÓÂ ‰ÁÙ˘Ó ÏÎ Ï˘ È„ÂÁÈÈ‰Â ‰˘˜‰ ‰·ˆÓÏ
‡˘Ó ˙‡ ‰ÓÈÚ ˙‡˘Â ‡È‰ ÆÂ‡ÂÏÓÂ ÌÏÂÚ ‡È‰ ËÏ˜Ó‰ Ï‡ ‰ÚÈ‚Ó‰
˙ÂÂˆ‰ Æ·‡ÂÎÂ ‰˘˜ È˘È‡ ¯ÂÙÈÒÂ ÌÈ‚‰Ó ¨˙Â·¯˙ ¨‰ÈÈÁ ÔÂÈÒÈ ¨‰¯·Ú
˙Î‡ÏÓ· ¯ÂÙ˙Â ÌÂ˜¯ ¨È˘È‡ ÈÏÂÙÈË ‰ÚÓ ‰˘È‡ ÏÎÏ ÌÈ‡˙‰Ï ˘¯„
‰„Â·Ú‰ Ï˘ ÒÈÒ·‰ Ì‰ ˙Â˘„Á˙‰Â ˙ÂÈ˙¯ÈˆÈ ¨˙Â˘ÈÓ‚ Æ˙·˘ÁÓ
Æ¢˙ÈÓÂÈÓÂÈ‰ ˙ÈÏÂÙÈË‰

Thank You
Woman to Woman gratefully acknowledges
the support of:
The Jerusalem Foundation, Jewish Federations
of New York, Greater Middlesex County and
Palm Springs and Desert Area, National Council
of Jewish Women, PEF Israel Endowment Funds,
Spira Fund, Steinhardt Family Foundation and all our
generous private donors. Apologies to anyone we may
have inadvertently omitted.
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ÂÈÏ‡Ó Ô·ÂÓ ÂÏ˘ ‰Ó
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ÏÚ ÚÈ„Â‰Ï ‰ÁÓ˘ ¢‰˘È‡Ï ‰˘È‡¢
ÂÂ·ÊÈÚÓ ‰ÚÈ‚‰˘ ‰·È„ ‰ÓÂ¯˙
‰˘· ¯ËÙ˘ ¨Ï¢Ê ÔÓÒÈÈÂ ß‚¯Âß‚ Ï˘
Æ‰¯·Ú˘
ÂÚ„ÂÂ˙‰ ÔÓÒÈÈÂ ß‚¯Âß‚Â „¯„ÏÈÓ
˙Â˘ ÚˆÓ‡· ËÏ˜ÓÏ ‰Â˘‡¯Ï
‰Ù¯Ëˆ‰ „¯„ÏÈÓ ¯˘‡Î ¨ÌÈÂÓ˘‰
‰¯˜È·˘ ˙È¯·‰ ˙Âˆ¯‡Ó ˙ÁÏ˘ÓÏ
˙¯È„· ˙Ú ‰˙Â‡· ÔÎ˘˘ ËÏ˜Ó·
‰˘ÈÂ ‰ÙÂÙˆ ÌÈ¯„Á ˙˘ÂÏ˘
ÆÌÈÏ˘Â¯È· ÍÂ¯· ¯Â˜Ó ˙ÂÎ˘·
±ππ∞–· ‰ÚÈ‚‰˘ ‰·È„ ‰ÓÂ¯˙
ËÏ˜ÓÏ ‰ÚÈÈÒ ÔÓÒÈÈÂ ˙ÁÙ˘ÓÓ
‰ÈÈ¯‚ ∫ÈÁÎÂ‰ Â˙È· ˙‡ ˙Â·Ï
ÏÚ ¯Ï‡È· ÏÁ¯Â ÔÓÒÈÈÂ „¯„ÏÈÓ
‰ÎÙ‰Â ‰ˆÙÂ˘ ‰˘ÂË ˙ÈÂ¯ÈÚ
˙Â„È„È — ËÏ˜ÓÏ ‰ÒÈÎ‰ ˙Â‚¯„Ó
ÌÈÎÂ˘ Â‡ Â·˘ ¨‰Ù‰ÙÈ‰ ÔÈÈ·Ï
‰˘ ≤μ ˙·
‰˘Â¯È‰
ÏÚ ‰ÚÈ„Â‰ „¯„ÏÈÓ ÆÌÂÈÎ
Mildred Weissman with
ËÏ˜Ó‰ ˙ÂÂˆ ÌÚ ‰˘‚Ù ¯˘‡Î
Rachel Bialer at entrance
to the Jerusalem Shelter,
‰ÚÈ·‰Â ‰·˘Â ¨ÔÂ¯Á‡‰ ¯·Óˆ„·
December 2009 –25 years of
˙ÂÙ˙Â˘Ó‰ ˙Â¯ËÓ· ‰˙ÎÈÓ˙ ˙‡
friendship
ÂÁÓ˘ Æ¢‰˘È‡Ï ‰˘È‡¢ÏÂ ‰Ï
ÁÒÂÙ ÂÈ‡ ÔÓÒÈÈÂ ˙ÁÙ˘Ó Ï˘ ·Ï‰ ·ÁÂ¯ ¨ÛÏÂÁ‰ ÔÓÊ‰ ˙Â¯ÓÏ˘ ¨˙ÂÏ‚Ï
ÆËÏ˜Ó· ÌÈ„ÏÈ‰Â ÌÈ˘‰ ÏÚ

Ì„Â˜ „ÂÓÚÓ Í˘Ó‰

ÌÈ˘ Ï˘ Ô˙Â‡ÓˆÚ ÌÂ„È˜Ï Ô¯˜ ‰Ó˜Â‰
‚¯·˘¯È‰ ‰Ï‡¯˘ÈÂ ¯Ï‡È· ÏÁ¯ „Â·ÎÏ
¨Û˘¯ ‰¯‡ ¢¨‰˘È‡Ï ‰˘È‡¢ ¯¢ÂÈ ‰ÊÈ¯Î‰ ¯Ï‡È· ÏÁ¯Ó ‰„È¯Ù‰ ˙Ú·
‰Ï‡¯˘ÈÂ ¯Ï‡È· ÏÁ¯ „Â·ÎÏ ÌÈ˘ Ï˘ Ô˙Â‡ÓˆÚ ÌÂ„È˜Ï Ô¯˜ ˙Ó˜‰ ÏÚ
˙ÂÚÈ‚Ó‰ ÌÈ˘‰ ÏÎ˘ ÁÈË·˙ Ô¯˜‰¢ ∫Û˘¯ ‰¯Ó‡ ‰È¯·„· Æ‚¯·˘¯È‰
Ô·ÂÓ ÂÏ˘ ‰Ó ˙‡ Ô‰Ï ˜ÙÒ˙ Ô¯˜‰ ÆÔÓˆÚ ˙‡ ÌÈÈ˜Ï ‰ÏÎÂ˙ ËÏ˜ÓÏ
‰¯˘Î‰· ‰ÎÈÓ˙ ∫Ô‰È„ÏÈ È·‚ÏÂ Ô‰È·‚Ï ÂÈÏ‡Ó Ô·ÂÓ ÂÈ‡ ÏÏÎ Ï·‡ ¨ÂÈÏ‡Ó
˙ÂÏ˜‰ ¨ÛËÂ˘ ÈËÙ˘Ó ÚÂÈÒ ¨È˙ÁÙ˘Ó ÏÂÙÈË ¨È˙˜ÂÒÚ˙ ıÂÚÈÈ ¨˙ÈÚÂˆ˜Ó
‰˘È‡¢ Ï˘ Ï‰Ó‰ „ÚÂÂ‰ Æ¢˙È·‰ ˜˘Ó ˙˜ÊÁ‰· ‰¯ÊÚÂ ‰¯È„ ¯Î˘·
ÌÈÓ¯Â˙Â ÌÈ·„˙Ó ¨Ô¯˜‰ ¯Â·Ú Á¢˘ ±∞∞¨∞∞∞ Ï˘ ‰‡ˆ˜‰ ¯˘È‡ ¢‰˘È‡Ï
Æ˙ÂÓÂ¯˙ ‰ÈÏ‡ ÌÈ¯Ê‰Ï ÂÏÁ‰ ¯·Î ÌÈÓ‡
˙ÂÚˆÓ‡· ‰Ï‡¯˘ÈÏÂ ÏÁ¯Ï ÌÎ˙Î¯Ú‰ ˙‡ ÚÈ·‰Ï Âˆ¯˙ Ì‡
∫˙·Â˙Î· ÂÈÏ‡ ÂÙ ‡‡ ¨ÂÊ ‰·Â˘Á ‰¯ËÓÏ ‰ÓÂ¯˙ ˙Ó¯‰
jshelter@netvision.net.il

ÔÂÓÈÓ ˙Â¯Â˜Ó
˙ÂÒÎ‰‰Ó ˙ÈˆÁÓÎ ·ˆ˜˙Ó ÌÈÈ˙¯·Á‰ ÌÈ˙Â¯È˘‰Â ‰ÁÂÂ¯‰ „¯˘Ó
‰¯Â˜Ó ‰ÈÈ˘‰ ˙ÈˆÁÓ‰ Æ¢‰˘‡Ï ‰˘‡¢ ˙˙ÂÓÚ Ï˘ ˙ÂÈ˙˘‰
ÍÈ˘Ó‰Ï ÂÏ Â¯ÊÚ ‡‡ ÆÌÎÂÓÎ ÌÈ˘‡Â ÌÈÂ‚¯‡ Ï˘ ˙ÂÓÂ¯˙·
Æ‰˘ È„Ó Ô‰È„ÏÈÂ ÌÈ˘ ˙Â¯˘ÚÏ „È ËÈ˘Â‰Ï
Æ‰Î¯·· Ï·˜˙˙ ÌÎ˙ÓÂ¯˙
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A Very Special Gift
Woman to Woman gratefully acknowledges a handsome
gift from the estate of the late George Weissman, of blessed
memory, who passed away last year.
Mildred and George Weissman first encountered the
Jerusalem Shelter in the mid-1980s when Mildred joined
a mission of US-Israel Women to Women, now part of the
National Council of Jewish Women, that visited the Shelter,
then housed in the ramshackle three-room lean-to that first
accommodated us.
In 1990, a generous contribution from the Weissman
family enabled the Shelter to relocate to its permanent home
by converting a neglected municipal carpentry shop into the
beautiful building we presently occupy. At her meeting with
Shelter officers in December, Mildred announced the bequest,
reiterating her support for the goals she shares with Woman
to Woman. We are gratified that, despite the passing of the
years, the Weissman family’s tradition of giving continues to
extend to the women and children in the Jerusalem Shelter.
Photo: Israel Kenigsberg∫

To mark the event, Rachel and Israela Hirschberg, the
Shelter’s first Director and the founder and former Director
of its Second-Stage Housing Program, elaborated on the
organization’s mission and history since its inception. Israela
cited the association’s ideological development: “Before
anything else, the validity of the need for the Shelter had to be
confirmed, the dignity of abused women had to be asserted,
and the legitimacy of the struggle to eradicate domestic
violence had to be made part of the public agenda.” These
goals motivated the Shelter’s activity from the outset, and
continue to form the foundation of its advocacy efforts. We
moved from a collective endeavor between volunteers and
women at the fledgling Shelter, through professionalization
and expansion to the present enterprise, the largest physical
facility for battered women in the country. On the practical
level, Rachel stressed the insistence on providing care and
assistance appropriate to the specific exigencies of each
individual family at the Shelter. “The professional and
operative flexibility that is required to cope with so many
disparate needs makes work at the Shelter formidable and
challenging, but also very rewarding.” Each woman carries
with her the weight of her personal history, a world of
experiences and ordeals. Staffers continually adapt programs
for the residents, tailoring them for the needs as they arise.

Donations

Woman to Woman,
POB 10403, Jerusalem 91103, Israel
jshelter@netvision.net.il
Shekel donations are recognized by the Israeli tax
authorities. Tax-deductible contributions from the US can
be sent through:
PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc.
317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607, New York, NY 10017
Tel. 212-599-1260 Fax. 212-599-5081
pefisrael@aol.com
New Israel Fund
POB 91588, Washington DC 20090-1588
Tel. 212-750-2333 Fax. 212-750-8043
ny@nif.org
Please include a note designating the gift to ‘Woman to
Woman – The Jerusalem Shelter for Battered Women’.
For contributions from other countries please contact us
at our above address.

Woman to Woman
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Rachel Bialer and Israela Hirschberg at the farewell event

What We Take For Granted

{

The Israel Ministry of Social Affairs helps us meet about
half our budget. For the other half we depend on the
generosity of concerned individuals and foundations.
Please ensure our continued existence and send your
donation to:

Fund to Promote Women’s
Independence Established
in Honor of Rachel Bialer and Israela Hirschberg
At Rachel Bialer’s leave-taking, Woman to Woman Chair-person
Orna Reshef announced the establishment of a new fund,
named in honor of two of the Jerusalem Shelter’s pioneering
leaders, Rachel Bialer and Israela Hirschberg, the Fund to
Promote Women’s Independence. Reshef: “The fund will ensure
self-sufficiency of women who have made use of the Jerusalem
Shelter facilities by providing them with things we take for
granted, but which are out of reach for them and their children:
support for professional training, occupational counseling,
family therapy, ongoing legal aid, rental subsidies, and
household assistance.” An allocation of NIS 100,000 has already
been approved by Woman to Woman’s Board, and donations
have begun to stream in from volunteers and loyal contributors.
If you would like to honor Rachel and Israela
by contributing to this important cause, please contact us at:
jshelter@netvision.net.il

Woman to Woman
Jerusalem Shelter for Battered Women
P.O. Box 10403, Jerusalem 91103, Israel

●

jshelter@netvision.net.il

●

www.jerusalemshelter.org.il

Shelter Director Retires
Farewell to Rachel
For 23 years, Rachel Bialer has been a leading figure in
Woman to Woman’s efforts to confront violence against
women in Israel, first as social worker and, for the past
18 years, as Director of the Jerusalem
Before anything Shelter for Battered Women. This
year, Rachel stepped down from her
else, the validity
position at the Shelter which has
of the need for become so closely identified with her
the Shelter had as to be known, among Ministry of
to be confirmed Social Affairs and other professionals,
as “Rachel’s Shelter.” On May 26,
2010, she was honored by 150 friends, past and present
colleagues and professional associates who gathered at a
near-by synagogue hall to express their appreciation for
her unstinting dedication and to extend their best wishes
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on her retirement. The gathering was ably emceed by
Miri Ben-Shalom Dor, veteran Shelter social worker
and incoming Director, who ensured that the speeches
were interspersed with skits, a film clip and a gripping
performance by actress Tehila Yeshaya Adgah of segments
Continued >
of’ her monodrama “On Her Own.”

First Home
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Fund to Promote
Women’s Independence
Established in Honor of
Rachel Bialer and Israela Hirschberg
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To our Rachel,
I will never forget the day you returned from Mazal Suleiman’s
funeral, our dear friend who had left the Shelter only shortly
before she died. You were devastated because her family
had treated the death as if Mazal had died of old age and
not been murdered in cold blood by her husband. “What a
terrible pity,” you said, “what a terrible pity we didn’t know
just how alone she was.” And then you told all of us very
seriously: “I want every one of you to feel that this Shelter, this
house, is your second home. Whenever you have any problem
whatsoever, know that you can come back for a sympathetic
ear, a hug, help and guidance.” At that moment I thought to
myself, “Rachel, I want you to know that for a long time, for
me and for many other women, the Shelter has been our first
home, not our second.”

I didn’t speak then, but when
things get bad, when coping becomes
For a long time,
difficult – then I do come back for
for me and for
counseling…
many other
I am so thankful for the weekly
women, the
support group [for women who have left
Shelter
has been
the Shelter and Second Stage Housing]
our first home
… led by those wonderful university
students ….We attend the meetings
to be part of the group, to share with each other and to be
together. I only hope it can go on for many years to come.
Good luck, Rachel, on your new path.
Yours, L.T.

{

When Shelter Director Rachel Bialer retired, she accompanied
present and former Shelter and Second Stage Housing
residents out for a day at the Dead Sea. A former resident
read the following letter aloud during the trip:

(See next page)
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