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Planning something special?
Birthdays, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, anniversaries or any other event 

can be shared through a contribution to the Shelter.

Contact us for further details. 
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The staff members of Woman to Woman 

were shocked to learn of the unexpected 

death of Tobias Holzberger, former 

volunteer at our Children’s Center, who was 

killed in an accident this autumn. He was 

only 25. 

Tobias worked at the Shelter in 2003–04. 

During his year with us, he became an 

integral part of the Shelter staff. His warmth 

and easy-going temperament endeared him 

to us all, and especially to the children, 

for whom he represented a stable source 

of affection and empathy. Andy Sommer, 

Director of the Children’s Center, recalls 

Tobias: “Tobias was a ray of sunshine in 

the Children’s Center. His presence filled 

and enriched the Center while he was 

here. He was a sweet young man and, 

despite the initial language barrier, in his 

own very creative way he made a significant 

impact on the children he cared for and on 

us all.” 

Tobias volunteered at the Shelter in 

the framework of Aktion Sühnezeichen 

Friedensdienste, Action Reconciliation 

Service for Peace (ARSP), a German peace 

and volunteer service organization founded 

in the aftermath of World War Two to 

confront the legacy of the Nazi regime. 

Woman to Woman has maintained ties with 

the ARSP for nearly 20 years; each year one 

of their volunteers, usually a young man, 

joins our staff and, for 12 months, plays an 

important role in the Children’s Center. 

Woman to Woman extends its sincerest 

sympathy to Tobias’s family. We will honor 

his memory by planting a tree in the 

Children’s Center yard.

We were naïve when we came here. We thought that when 

a woman came to the Shelter, she left her pain behind her 

and began a new life for herself and her children. ….But we 

came to see that reality was more complicated, and we leave 

with a much keener awareness of what it means to change 

ones life. We saw that change takes place in small steps, with 

ups and downs. This makes the staff’s work very difficult and 

challenging, and not always gratifying. But the staffers give 

unflinchingly of themselves to help such change come about.

In our leave-taking from the women staying in the Shelter 

we asked them what they thought made a good social worker. 

One response was “to recognize the woman opposite you 

as your peer.” The Shelter is run by an organization called 

“Woman to Woman,” a name that emphasizes this equal 

footing, one woman looking at another in a relationship that 

acknowledges a shared essence. We hope we can continue our 

professional futures in the sense of “Woman to Woman.” 

Liat and Eynat
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Â˙Â·„˙‰ ˙˘ ÌÂ˙·
Tobias Holzberger: from 

a photo-collage that Tobias 
presented as an end-of-the-year 

gift to the Children's Center
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The Israel Ministry of Social Affairs helps us meet about 

half our budget. For the other half we depend on the 

generosity of concerned individuals and foundations. 

Please ensure our continued existence and send your 

donation to: 

Woman to Woman, 

POB 10403, Jerusalem 91103, Israel

jshelter@netvision.net.il

Shekel donations are recognized by the Israeli tax 

authorities. Tax-deductible contributions from the US can 

be sent through:

PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc.

317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607, New York, NY 10017

Tel. 212-599-1260  Fax. 212-599-5081 

pefisrael@aol.com

New Israel Fund

POB 91588, Washington DC 20090-1588

Tel. 212-750-2333  Fax. 212-750-8043

ny@nif.org

Please include a note designating the gift to ‘Woman to 

Woman – The Jerusalem Shelter for Battered Women’.

For contributions from other countries please contact us 

at our above address. 

  Tobias Holzberger 1983–2In Memoriam  
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in the Israeli justice system over the 

past decades: “I remember when 

domestic violence was considered 

a personal issue in which no one 

from the outside interfered. ‘It’s 

between the husband and wife.’ 

And if a woman dared to complain, 

the policeman would tell her to kiss 

and make up and go back home. … 

Today …. the attitude to the victim is 

different. The courts understand the 

severity of the issue. We understand 

how hard it is for the wife to testify. 

There are women’s organizations that 

help the victim [and she] has rights. 

But a great deal still needs to be 

rectified.” Dorner lamented the fact 

that “in 2009 we still need shelters for 

battered women” and praised Woman 

to Woman for its unstinting efforts. 

The event raised some NIS 170,000 

for the women and children in Woman to 

Woman’s programs. We want to thank the 

hundreds of donors who took part in the 

event, the Jerusalem Cinematheque for once 

again allowing us the use of its beautiful 

venue, and Ms. Lia Van Leer for her personal 

sponsorship.

Not a Personal Issue

Friday, November 20, 2009: Several 

hundred women and men enjoyed 

the sunny Indian summer weather at 

the Jerusalem Cinematheque which, 

once again, graciously opened its 

doors to Woman to Woman’s annual 

fundraiser. The yearly event attracts a 

growing number of loyal benefactors 

from Jerusalem and other parts of the 

country. What brings them together 

is their shared support for Woman 

to Woman’s enterprise and their 

conviction that an end must be put to 

violence in our society.

As has been the tradition, this 

year’s event was produced entirely 

by a dedicated group of volunteers 

who devoted months of their time and 

energy to ensure success, down to the 

very last detail. The warm atmosphere was 

enhanced by the exhibit of paintings for sale, 

donated by artists and local art collectors who 

in this way expressed their support for Woman 

to Woman. Before the premier showing of 

Stephen Frears’ Cheri, we were honored 

to hear Ms. Dalia Dorner, former Supreme 

Court Justice and President of the Israel Press 

Council, who spoke about the progress made 

I remember when 
domestic violence was 
considered a personal 

issue in which 
no one from the 

outside interfered
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Dalia Dorner, Former Supreme Court Justice, Speaks at Woman to Woman's Annual Fundraising Event

On Equal Footing: Social Work Students Bid Farewell
Woman to Woman has long been at the forefront of the 

struggle for social and political change in Israel. As an 

integral part of our activities, we have served as an officially 

recognized training center for students in the helping 

professions. Last year “our” students were Liat Raz and Eynat 

Abramovitz, third-year social work students at the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem. When they concluded their year of 

professionally supervised training with us, Liat and Eynat 

summed up their experiences, excerpts of which we would 

like to share with you: Continued >
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